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ROUTINE ISLAMABAD, NEW DELHI .

FOR SPIVAC K

SUBJECT : DIALOGUE WITH BANGLADESH.

1 . WHEN YOU BEGIN YOUR ROUND OF CALLS ON SHEIKH MUJIB I
FOREIGN. MINISTER AND OTHER SENIOR OFFICIALS  OF BDG, YO U
WILL BE ENTERING INTO DIALOGUE WHICH WILL HAVE STRON G
BEARING ON FUTURE RELATIONSHIPS WITH  BDG . YOUR TALKS WIL L
GIVE YOU THE OPPORTUNITY TO TELL THEM OF USG VIEWS O N
SOUTH ASIA AND OUR CONCEPT OF US-BDG RELATIONS .

2 . MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT TO MUJIB WHICH YOU TOOK WIT H
YOU PROVIDES KEYNOTE FOR YOUR CONVERSATION     WIT H
MUJIB . AS FURTHER BACKGROUND WE WOULD DEFINE OU R
POLITICAL OBJECTIVES WITH BANGLADESH AS ESTABLISHMEN T
OF CORDIAL BILATERAL WORKING RELATIONSHIP AND REINFORCE -
MENT OF, STATED BANGLADESH DESIRE TO BE NEUTRAL AND NON -
ALIGNED . INITIAL EMPHASIS OF OUR APPROACH. WILL BE O N
U .S . SUPPORT FOR RELIEF AND REHABILITATION EFFORTS O F
PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH . PROSPECTS FOR LONG TIME DEVELOPMEN T
REMAIN TO BE ASSESSED . WE WOULD NOT ANTICIPATE. I N
IMMEDIATE FUTURE ANY SORT OF RELATIONSHIP WITH B D IN
MILITARY SPHERE

. FOLLOWING ARE TALKING POINTS WHIC H
YOU CAN DRAW ON IN YOUR DIALOGUE WITH MUJIB AND SENIO R
BD OFFICIALS :
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A. OUR OVERALL OBJECTIVES IN SOUTH ASIA ARE REFLECTE D
IN PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE STATEMENT FEBRUARY 10 TH AT
"WE ARE GOING TO DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO DEVELOP A NE W
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE COUNTRIES ON THE SUBCONTINENT THA T
WILL BE PRO-INDIAN, PRO-BENGALESE, PRO-PAKISTAN BUT HOSTE D
PRO-PEACE ." WE SEEK A STABLE AND PEACEFUL SUBCONTINENT ;
IN WHICH THE INDEPENDENT NATIONS OF THE AREA CAN CHAR T
THEIR OWN FUTURES FREE FROM DOMINATION BY ANY OUTSID E
POWERS .

B. WITH ACT OF RECOGNITION WE LOOK FORWARD TO FRIENDL Y
RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR GOVERNMENTS THAT WILL REFLECT WAR M
SENTIMENTS LONG SHARED BETWEEN AMERICANS AND PEOPLE O F
EAST BENGAL . IN OUR RELATIONS WITH BANGLADESH AND WIT H
OTHER COUNTRIES OF SOUTH ASIA WE SEEK NO SPECIAL ADVANTAG E
OR POSITION OF INFLUENCE IN POLITICAL, ECONOMIC OR MILITAR Y
SENSE .

C. AT SAME TIME WE WILL PURSUE POLICY OF ENCOURAGING RE -
STRAINT AMONG OUTSIDE POWERS IN THE SUBCONTINENT, WITH N O
GREAT POWER SEEKING DOMINANT INFLUENCE . WE BELIEVE THIS
POLICY IS IN THE INTERESTS OF . ALL COUNTRIES OF SOUTH ASIA .
IN THIS CONTEXT WE FULLY RESPECT BANGLADESH'S DESIRE T O
PLAY NEUTRAL AND NON-ALIGNED ROLE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
FOR OUR PART WE WILL TAKE NO ACTION THAT WOULD ABRIDGE B D
NEUTRALITY AND NON-ALIGNMENT .

D. FOR FUTURE WE WILL LOOK TOWARD DEVELOPMENT OF COOPER A

TION IN CONTINUED EFFORT TO HELP MEET BANGLADESH ECONOMI C

PROBLEMS, THROUGH CULTURAL EXCHANGES, AND THROUGH FUL L
AND FRANK POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS ON SUBJECTS OF MUTUAL
INTEREST .

E. IN ECONOMIC SPHERE, WE HAVE ALREADY DEMONSTRATED OU R
WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE CLOSELY WITHIN THE FRAMEWOR K
OF COORDINATED INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANC E
IN IMMEDIATE RELIEF AND REHABILITATION EFFORTS I N
BANGLADESH . WE TAKE PRIDE IN WHAT WE HAVE BEEN ABL E
TO DO EVEN BEFORE RECOGNITION IN HUMANITARIAN RELIE F
FIELD, BOTH BY USG AND VARIOUS U.S .VOLAGS WITH LON G
TRADITION OF HELP FOR PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH . US G
CONTRIBUTIONS TO CURRENT UN APPEAL NOW TOTAL MORE THA N
115 MILLION . WE ARE PREPARED TO MAKE ADDITIONA L
CONTRIBUTIONS AS WE, IN CLOSE CONSULTATION WITH BDG AN D
APPROPRIATE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, EXAMIN E
ADDITIONAL NEEDS .
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F . FOR LONGER TERM RECONSTRUCTION EFFORT, WE LOOK FOR -
WARD TO REPORT OF UN/IBRD TEAM WHICH RECENTLY ASSESSE D
PROBLEMS IN BANGLADESH AND ARE PREPARED TO PLAY A ROLE .
WE ALSO LOOK FORWARD AT APPROPRIATE TIME TO CONTINUIN G
EXCHANGE ON BILATERAL BASIS AS TO ROLE USG MIGHT BE ABL E
TO PLAY IN SUPPORT BANGLADESH DEVELOPMENT EFFORT .

FYI : THIS COULD INCLUDE REVIEW OF FUTURE HANDLING U .S . -
FINANCED AID PROJECTS INITIATED BEFORE INDEPENDENC E
OF BANGLADESH, BUT YOU SHOULD NOT GET INTO THIS REVIE W
AT THIS TIME . END FYI .
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